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Introduction 
BOOKSAND PERIODICALS gradually have been rec-
ognized as prime instruments of international cultural relations. In their 
quiet, unspectacular way they perform unusually effective ambassa- 
dorial services. Thus, books and magazines have been used consistently 
in the overseas information services of the United States government: 
in the established information centers or libraries, in gifts of books to 
schools and universities, in the translation program by which transla- 
tion and publishing rights to American books are made available to 
foreign publishers. 
To assist the State Department in formulating basic policies and 
programs concerning the use of books in the information activities, 
an Advisory Commission on Books Abroad was appointed by Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson early in 1952. It included some of the country’s 
most distinguished and experienced publishers and librarians: Martin 
R. P. McGuire, Professor, Catholic University of America; Cass Can- 
field, Chairman of the Board, Harper & Brothers; Robert L. CrowelI, 
President, Thomas Y, Crowell Company; Robert B. Downs, Director of 
Libraries, University of Illinois; Lewis Hanke, Director, Institute of 
Latin American Studies, University of Texas; George P. Brett, Jr., 
President, Macmillan Company; and Keyes D. Metcalf, Director of 
Libraries, Harvard University. With some changes of personnel the 
Advisory Commission still meets regularly. 
Widespread interest in the use of books for information purposes 
overseas was heightened by the threat to the integrity of the informa- 
tion program posed by the destructive criticism of Senator McCarthy 
of Wisconsin. Concern for the danger stimulated a group of public 
spirited leaders from many fields of American life to form the National 
Book Committee in 1954 as “a society of citizens devoted to the use 
of books.” Among their purposes it was stated: “Good books are 
especially vaIuable for the candid communication of ideas and opinions 
among peoples; the National Book Committee therefore seeks to in- 
crease the flow of American books abroad.” The Committee also hoped 
to “identify emerging problems in this and other areas and to work 
toward their solution through stimulating research and action, taking 
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counsel with interested groups, and drawing public attention to ques- 
tions of public policy which may be involved.” 
The National Book Committee maintains an office in New York 
City, with Charles G. Bolt6 as Executive Director. Officers include 
Gilbert W. Chapman, President, Yale and Towne Manufacturing Com- 
pany; Thomas K. Finletter, Lawyer and Partner in Coudert Brothers 
Law Firm; and Frank Altschul, Chairman of the Board, General 
American Investors Company, Inc. 
In September 1955, the National Book Committee sponsored a con- 
ference on the topic “American Books Abroad” held at Princeton, New 
Jersey. In preparation for the conference, working papers in the form 
of geographical area surveys were prepared. I t  was the feeling of the 
Publications Board of Library Trends that these papers deserved to 
be made available to a wider reading public. 
While Dan Lacy, Managing Director of the American Book Publish- 
ers Council, and Charles G. Bolt6 also have served as advisory editors 
for this issue, it has been left to Peter S. Jennison, to prepare the 
several papers for publication and to contribute a general introduction. 
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